#s of Ingt March, Westport, Connecti-
cut, mandates that paper bags used
at retail-store checkout lines must
contain at least 40 parcent postcon-
sumer recycled content {In 2008, the
city was alse the frst sast of the Mis-
sissippi to ban plastic bags.)

Cime mature tres absorbs about
13 pounds of carbon dioxide per

year, Every ton of wood grown
in a forest removes 1.47 tons of
carbon dioxide, replacing it with
1.07 toms of oxygen.

Kick
the Bag
Habit

Yes, disposable bags are
convenient, but at what
cost? Learn what some
groups have done to
cut down on paper and
plastic—and why you
should BY.O.B. (bag)
the next time vou shop

Y REBECCA G, DORR

Wi recyela only 10 t0 15
percent of our paper bags.

Paper is the number ane
material found in America's
municipal selld waste,
{Plastics come in fourth.)

Ewan swltching to
recycled-paper bags
can make adifference.
Besides saving traes,
preducing recycled paper
creates 74 percent less
air pollution and 35 per-
cent less water pollution
than producing paper
from virgin materials.

Abouwt ight in 10 LS. paper mills
are now equipped to use paper
collected from recycling programs,
While most mills still rely on viegin
matarials, many have factored
recyched material into their regular

camtaln n mishmash of
chemicals that can include
chlorine, arsociated with
the releass of danparous
toxing known as dioxins.

Papair Bajs Pequing trsss—
kots of them In 1959,
abouwt 14 million were
felled to make the 10 bil-

Ihﬂmhl':l.thlt
Americans wsed that year.

Paper piled in landhllz
often has no access ta the
I'!nurn:r_.lglni:ru-:htn
bereak down. When bags
do bicdegrade, they pro-
disce mrthane, & potent
greenhousa gas.



